
CALIFORNIA REGIONI\L WA'rEH QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY HEGION

ORDER NO. 85-134

WAs'rE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

LAWRENCE LIVERMORE NATIONAL LABORA'rOIU
LIVERMOHE
ALAMEDA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Hegion, (hereinafter called the Board), finds
that:

1. Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (hereinafter called
the discharger) occupies 640 acres of land in the Livermore
Valley, Alameda County. The site is located in the eastern
region of the Valley known as the Mocho I subbasin
(Attachment 1). This facility was first used in the 1940s
by the U. S. Navy as a Naval Air Station and subsequently,
it has served as a federal research facility. From the
beginning of its use by the federal government, hazardous
materials have been used, stored, and disposed of on the
property. Solvents and chemicals used on-site, either
currently or historicallY, which have been found in the
groundwater on-site and off-site, include trichloroethylene
(TCE), 1,1,1 trichloroethane (TCA), tetrachloroethylene
(PCE) and other halogenated hydrocarbons.

2. A common means of disposing of hazardous waste in the past
was by burying it in landfills on the discharger's
property. There are two known landfills on the facility
where solvents and other chemicals are known to have been
disposed. (Attachment 2).

3. Other suspected sources of releases of chemicals include
spillage from outdoor storage facilities that existed
throughout the facility and from underground tanks and
pipelines. Chemical handling and storage facilities have
recently been upgraded to provide spill containment.

4. In April 1983, the discharger drilled several wells on its
property. Some wells showed contaminants (e.g. TCE and
PCE) to be present in the groundwater. In December 1983,
private wells immediately downgradient of the discharger
were sampled and found to be polluted with the same
chemicals.




















